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POLITICAL 


GENERAL. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette, of the nd. ea in 
reviewing the speech of Lord Lytton at the Delhi darbar said 
that the natives had been led by mistake to indulge in extra- 
vagent hopes of substantial good ensuing from the imperial 
darbar, and were thus necessarily doomed to disappoint- 
ment, An indulgence in such wild hopes was the necessary 
result of their utter ignorance of the fundamental principlés 
of the English Government, which are characterised by great 
simplicity and which ought to be the fundamental pomeigits 
of every civilised Government, ©. 0 


The Rahbar-i-Hind, of the 4th April, taking the above 
passage as the text for its remarks tries to show by a number 
of references that the principles on which the English 
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‘Government conducts the administration of India are anything 
but simple. As to the higher appointments in the public 
service the Government has entered, as alleged by Lord 


Lytton in his: late Convocation speech at Calcutta, - into 


two conflicting agreements, oné with the members of the 
covenanted civil service, and the other with the natives, ‘and . 
both of which it is bound to carry out. Within the last two 
years three grand darbars have been held by the Govern- 
ment involving an expenditure of lakhs of rupees to the 


Government and of crores of rupees to the native chiefs. 


Every day sees a new law or regulation enacted, and the num- 
ber of Acts now in force in India is to be counted by. hundreds 
with the | provisions of which ‘every one should keep himself 


informed. We. have no. representatives in the Legislative 
Council that legislates for us. The natives are excluded from 


offices of trust and responsibility, while a mixture of the native 
and the Kuropean elements would act as a safeguard against 


‘any mistakes being committed by Eyropean officers owing to 
their ignorance or prej ‘adices. It will thus be seen that the 


principles of the English Government are the very reverse 


‘of simple. The darbars held in these days are as expensive 


as those held in the time of Akbar. But the former 
‘difter from the latter in one important respect. For- 


‘merly those who were worthy of: honour were laden with 


honours ‘and riches at darbars, but now the darbars involve 


men'im ‘debt atid are only a source of disappointment, to them. 
Ifthe’ principles of. the English Government were ‘Teally 


characterised by simplicity, what necessity was there ' for 
‘Her Majesty. to assume the ‘title of the Empress of India : 


Were we not as much pleased with the English Government 
befora, the assuraption of the imperial title” as we now are. ? 


Was not the power ofthe Government reco ‘ised as supreme 


in India then as it now is? Yn ‘truth the: principles of the 


English Government are not simple in India but.in England, 
where the imperial finances are, laid, out, not on: the. outward 
splendour and grandeur of the State but in exalting the honour - 


aad. promoting.the prosperity: of the:natidh, dnd: where:tiie: 
popular voice carriés a great weight. The aditor-then argues ‘ 
at length ‘thé :préptiety..and: justics of admittiny natives of 
proved ability and merit into the higher _ of the public - 
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: ie correspondent of the Anwar-yl- . Akibdr,, of. ‘the 20th 
April, in refutation of an article that appeared in the Same. 
paper of the 20th March, (vide the first page of the Selections 
for the week ending the 24th March, 1877,) ; asks what proofs 
are: there that the Government is bent on promoting. friend- 
liness between the rulers and the ‘raled. ‘Dismission_ of 
Government servants on the plea of economy, the imposition 
of a new tax, the severities of the law, and so forth , may: com- 


mend themselves to the sages of the time but not to all. 


., Religious prejudices can have nothing to do with the 
prevalence of discontent among. the people since ‘notwith- 
standing the religious intolerance of the Muohammadan kings | 
who even went so far as to demolish Hindu temples and 
break idols, the Hindus and 'Massalmans ‘were animated, even 
as they are now, with great sympathy for one another. ‘The 
old phrase—the sages of Europe- —does not necessarily: apply 
to the English nation, because this nation has only lately 
come into prominence. Avarice, fru igality, a and cunning charac- 
terise all thé acts and measures of Englishmen, The ‘members 
of the English P arliament are changed. every second or third 
year, and new men are riominated i in their places who have 
no knowledge of the wants and feelings of the people. Parlia- 
ment is not free from error, and is even looked upon ‘by some 
as a great blunder. , Look at some of its prominent, acts. 
Both England and ‘India are still smartin eo under the disgrace 
of: the disastrous Cabul campaign. ) mutiny of 1897 
egal from the introduction of greased cartridges. . 


The Milwa Atabdr, of the 18th‘ Aptil, 'saysthat in spite ‘of 
its vaunted justice the English Goveriititent ties -not’: ™ 
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sredéemed a hundredth: part of its pledges given:to the natives at 
the:sommencement of ‘its rule in India.: This failure on ‘the: 
-partef the Government to redeem ‘its’ pledges has : been. a 
source of: great discouragement and depression to the natives, 
- as willibe easily perceived from the native press. The reduc- 
> tion in the-limit of age from 21 to 19 years for the candidates . 
.  »to'the civil service examination has added one more difficulty 
“storcthe ‘many under which the native candidates already 
sabonitea It has now been made impossible for ‘a native 
to be able to compete at the examination. The editor then 
publishes. the proceedings of the meeting lately held by the | 
_ educated natives of Calcutta at the Town Hall’on the 24th 


March last, to appeal to Parliament protesting, against the 
- Feduétion i in the mit of age. 
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“The Mujid-i-Am, of the 20th April, in reference to the 
-Bastern question which has now reached & crisis and the war 
: hetween Rassia and Turkey now ‘declared, says ‘that ‘the 
” Mussalmans of India, bearing 1 in mind the tender heartedness, 
. benevolence, and honesty of purpose of the English nation, 
and the old standing friendship between England and the 

Porte, are impatiently waiting to see what line of policy she 
et: going to.adopt. The Porte is threatened both by internal 
| and external foes, and it remains to be seen whether England 
‘, allows her old ally to shift for itself, or, yielding to her sym- 


: pathy for it, extends to it a helping hand. An outbreak of 
8 Russv-Turkish war will endanger the peace and tranquillity 


of all Europe. No one would be surprised if the war were 
__-" “to become general and gradually spread over the whole earth. 
_!° Under these circumstances it behoves England to intervene 
’ + at once as a mediator and stop the war.’ An armistice should | 
“be seeured between the belligerents, and such IJenient condi- 
. tions of peace should be proposed as may not be opposed: to 


\ the treaty of 1856,.and may not compromise the honour and 
: dignity of the Ottoman empire, 
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ooRhY Migzapur eorrespondeat of) the: Benaxes: A khidn,:' of - 
the ‘5th April, referring tdithe meeting: ‘lately heldvat: Mirza 
pari by the: Mussalinans to raise subscriptions; for the! wounds 
ed soldiers ‘of Tarkey, says that one ar ‘two Hindus: aliocwbre 
present at the meeting andi contributed subscriptions,  Itis- 
-really.a,matter of .deep; ;ragret,: that; mot a;-single, native, has 
contributed a farthing. for, the relief of his, fellow. .sufferers.in | 
the. Deccan... What geod we; ask, have the. natives to, i 
. from the. Turks? aca stn en eidd pod coflocl oTP che 


@ | 


The Kavi Vachin Sudha; of f the 23rd Apri nplib ‘at the 


_piovaleaies of corruption ‘ind bribery atnong: ‘the officers: of 
native chiefs. rs Even those ‘men ‘who have received an nhs 8 
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means when a are in the service we? a native chief. 


_, A correspondént of the Lawh-i- Mahfuz, of the 23rd March, 

_ writing from BahAdarpar -¢ Ulwar), protests against. the prac- 

_ tice. of, selling girls which is said to. be greatly on the increase — 
S| the Ulwar State. Men are-in, the habit, of marrying. their | 

| daughters, to. old men on receiving a suitable sum of money. 

The result is that these women soon become —* and have. 
: to pass the rest of their life in widowhood. fa. ve: 


The Nusrat-ul- Akhbar, of the 21st: Api hell to.the 
‘poder’ of the English‘ Resident, at Jaipur that the Maharaja 
‘should have to.walk on foot from. the gate of the Residency 
_ garden to the Kothi when His Highness comes, to pay‘him’& 
visit, as a punishment. for a certain breach: of : etiquette on 
_ His Highness’ part (vide the Selections for the » week: end- 
‘ ing the 21st April, 1877, page 27 5), observes t= We were 
as yéet-under the impression that the Residents at, the native’. 

States were nothing more than envoys, and had power to act 
-as:such and not to assert their authority.over the chiefs. But’ 
-now we see that they: are higher in rank than the‘native:rulers 
a themselves.: Thus they are no. longer mere Residents. . ‘They 
should properly be looked ‘upon’ as the‘rulers: of - the native 
States, and the native chiefs should be regarded as much their 
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subordinates as of. the. Goverrior-Gensral himself: WS do 
not: kiiow what the actual views of the Goverriment arb im this 
ninttery bat we believe that the native chiefs will ‘not. be, Able 
to paonme an: assertion of authority over them 7” thé Resi 
: vorlba Do @ Bey 8 565 2 18 dite 


the Lubes. Mah she, of the ‘20th April, says ‘that oo oimtetti 
‘plated ovdtipation of Kholat by the Govérnmént of Indiw is 
the reason why the Amir of Cabul is attenptin g to inicite' a 
jehad. He looks upon this as an encroachment ‘upon his’ 
dominions, Khelat being a part of Afghanistan. But Russian 
instigation seems to be at the bottom of the wholo affair, bevause 
the Amir can hardly be. expected to dare pick a quarrel} with. 
the English Government. To avoid bloodshed the: Govern- 


‘ment ‘should, in our opinion, gre up the idea of we 
Khelat for the present. 


Lf GENERAL A DMINISTRATION,. 


A cotrespuiident of the Kavi Vachan Sudha, of thé a stee | 
April, says that, in reference to the finances'of India, & strange 
policy has been adopted this: yoar. ‘The suggestion of Lord 
Salisbury has been cartied into effect. The edtton import duties 
liave Boon abolished, and atiother tax has beer substituted: int 
their place. Now is the time for ths Manchester weaver. to 
siti: jubilee over lis loom.. This is what ia theant. by juétice. 
This: is: what is meant: by the light of civilization’. It is really 
a matter of laughter and shame. that the cost. of. the. education 
department i in India has beon Yediived, so-that the: interests: of 
the Manohostér waver might not suffer. . This-act of the Gov- 
ernment-is very unjust and arbitvary:- There: was-a tinié whe 
our wisd’ Government spdted no: pains: dnd! expense ‘to entour> 
age learriing among ts. ‘The: times have nowso far chhngetl that 
the Government féels the -edacation department: a: burdens and 
wishes: toi get-rtd of it. ‘Trdb; the work: of edaddation: properly: 
belongs: tothe jeopls, and the: Government. has: no’ concern 
witlf'it. But:if‘the people wére to take into thbir own: hands 
allitha diities; of: the State; what: will be thie: ed of having: this 
Goverment a2 all? ie Ati 
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: Mor does the foreign policy of Lord: dytton appear to yas 
iis successful; The Amir of Cabul: has net yet consented td 
the: eétablishment of the British agency’ in: his dominions 
Nothing: bas yat been done te ‘ensure the future’ allégianes: of 
the Affridis, Central Asia hasbeen left te. depend on the ten- 
der mexcies of. tha: Muscovite. ‘He may: use\it as a cricket 
ground or as an hunting ground as he pleases. We, wait, te 
800 aio: the time will bring forth. 


hee Soa. 


Th e Almera Akhbar, of ‘the 15th April, is ss glad to. notice 
the. iisenaned interest taken of Jate in Almora by high Indian 
officials, as, exhibited by their paying visita to that part: of: ‘the 
country. Since the time of the late Lord Mayo, all-the Vico- 
roys of India have thought fit to visit Almora, It may be 
reasonably expected that some great good is looming in the 
fature fer the pedple of Almora. An extension of seryice 
granted to Sir Henry Ramsay i is a great boon ‘to. them, since 
he takes a Breat interest i in 1 improving their condition. | 


The same paper says that the discontent caused amon among 
the people of Almora by the order of the. district officer j pro: 
hibiting them from keeping their herds of cattle in ‘the same 
house 3 in which they live, is baged on ignorance. To keep 
the herd of cattle in a separate house and not in the dwell- 
ing-house is strongly recommended on sanitary grounds, 
But, a. departure from an old custom is naturally: unpleasant 
to the people. But when in course of' time they: become’ « con- 
vinced of the adyantages of sanitary rules, they: will soon 
appreciate the change forced, upon them by the Government: 


rs eg es 


The Mujsid-i-Am, of the 20th April, urges, upon, the dere 
ment the'éxpedience of publishin g an Urdu translation of the 
Indian Law Reports for the use of:the subordinate. courts of 
, ) justice and pleaders unacquainted with English. . 


e The Z ahoa-i- FT "in, of ti 24th April, after publishing ax an 
account, of the murder committed by Private Dillor in Ni jagpur 
in November last, and that of his acquittal by | the Bombay 
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High. Pouants, as it appeared:in’ the; Pioneer, ainioles! ‘that to 
suppress this. crime: some murderers. should’ be: summarily 
hanged without; trial. It isito:be deeply regretted ‘that ‘the — 
‘editor: ‘of. the; Pioneer out of partiality to ‘his’ countrymén © 
recommends. the acquittal of the murderer. |: We hope thatthe ‘ 
Governor-General. will not — the . — on — 08 so 
of | delirium-tremens. 2 : cf a on woes 


‘The Benares Akhbar, of the 19th April, in its i cy of 
extracts from newspapers, states that:an officer of the Madras . 
army ‘was placed i in charge of certain relief works. A dispute 
argsé betwen him. and the anpenrens on } which 1 he shot two of | 
the ne. hy ame 


‘The Oudh Akhb > a the otth April, says that it has heard 
through a trustworthy source that the Secretary of State for 
India ‘hee approved in its entirety the amalgamation scheme 
of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, which was sub- 
mitted to him for sanction by the Government of India. 
This fact. confirms us in the opinion that the Government of 
India undertakes:no measure without great deliberation, and 
that-all ‘the measures of the‘ Government aim at enhancing “ 
the.prosperity of the people. It is, therefore, the duty of all — 
Her Majesty’s loyal and faithful subjects to keep an implicit 
faith:in the honesty of purpose of the Government and to 
believe that all measures are intended to promote their own 
interests, The editor then praises Sir George Couper for his 
administrative ability and his courtesy and kindness shown 
to all. :, It: was ‘a very prevalent opinion at first that when 
Oudh was brought under the jurisdiction of the Lieutenant- — 
Governor of the North-Western Provinces, he would not be 
easily accessible to the people. of Oudh, but. now we are glad _ 
to notice that the doors of the Government, house , are. kept. 
open for visitors from 4 p. m. till evening every day. The soe 
nobility ‘and. gentry. of Oudh should . always ‘support: the 


meabures of the Gorgenment and ty to epee then to the 
peopl. a Yehiin ; ) 
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i Bie Ash af-ul- Akhbdr,: of: the: 2het April, loulib onthe: 
livertsh tet as the firermmes:.of the -incomer tess! Mew thik 
the «people have: been :habituated:ito the aeteage #ax: lev edi, 
from the zantindar,: the livénse: tax: has. been. imaposdd: sipow: 
thems and: the next step will, of: coussey bé. thei ineOMRe hinsatd 
The ‘higher: classes sof) the’ people were apprided: of! Hee’ 
Majesty’s assumption of the imperial title by , thé snedlts! d 
khelats, and titles they received at the Delhi darbar. _ Now to 
byitiy' the same fact home to the lower classes they are. eilled, 
upon’ to pay the license tax. If the Goverment: cammob.. 
hélp exacting the license tax, the tax should atleast be con-. 
fined to the bankers and great money-lenders,. the folkaterg. f 
of other trades and callings being altogether — aches 


ae 


“The Prince of Wales Gazette, of the 20th per ‘says ory é 
the imposition of the license tax in the North-Western Pro- 7 
vinées has caused great agitation: and excited'a4- ‘feeling of 
uneasiness among the poor. A. poor trader’ who -lives from - 
hand to mouth and has a large family to support ein hardly’ 
afford to pay’ the lieense fee. Those classes of traders: whos: : 
aceording to the present schedule, will have to-pay license fees: : 
below eight rupees should be exempted from the tax... The«. 
attention of the Government is also drawn to the fact that : 
the Government currency notes are now sold at a. discount: tate 
This is owing to the circumstance that they aré now not" 
readily cashed by (Jovernment treasuries as before. Inthe ©. 
end ‘the. editor remarks that the taxes levied in the Meéerut * 
cantonments. press heavily upon the poor who would be glad , 
to see them supplanted by octroi duties. Bn 


The Nusrat-ul-Islam, of the 21st April, ciate an arti: : | 
ele froth fhe Mukhbiri- Sarwar on: the Dillon’ case. One Mr. : ne 
Dillon wounded a native with a clasp knife at Ns dgpur who : 
died from the effects of the wounds. On the 13th April the be 
murderer awaited trial before a jury, which wholly consisted a 
of Europeans.’ The accused was adjudged to be mad and the. 
verdict of the jury was, as usual, not guilty; atid he was accord-' 


Ps Sey ieee 


( 298 )- 


ingly acquitted. . ‘Europeans are reportetk to be proyerbially 
wise, still whenever any of them commits a murder he,.is 
declared to be insame. But when a native: perpetrates a. 
murder, he is not alone condemned to death, but some other. 
p men are convicted with him'as accomplices and sentenced as: 
_ punishment, Such is the fate of wretched natives! : off 


| wae LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


| he Kavi Feokan Sudha, of the 23rd April, in its sabenan 
: ; of summary of news, states that a European soldier has killed. 


a native seller ‘of the juice of the palmyra tree in Haidarabad. 
The English Government has asked Sir Salar Jang to grant a 


subsistence allowance to the family of the deceased from the 
State treasury. 


| A correspondent of the Akmal-ul-Akhbdr, of the 22nd 
i ) April, bitterly complains of the filthy and dirty state of privies 
: in private houses in Delhi, which is due to the culpable neglect 
: of duty on the part of sweepers.: Some satisfactory arrange- 
ments should be made to improve the present state of things, 
| lest some great sickness ‘should break out in the next rainy 
| season. 


A Benares correspondent of the Ashraf-ul-Ahkbdr, of the 
21st April, states that owing to a storm of wind and rain 
seven boats sank down in the river at Benares, of which two 
boats, valued at some thousands of rupees, belonged to the 
q ferry contractor. The bridge of boats at Benares should be 
i - displaced by a pontoon bridge. If the Government itself be 
q unwilling to undertake the construction, it-should give the 
ferry contract to a contractor for a long term of years, say 


for ten years, and the contractor may be asked to build a 
pontoon bridge. » 


_ A Mirzapur correspondent of. the Agra’ Akhbdr, of the 
21st April, expressess deep regret on behalf of the inhabitants 
ot Mirzapur at the contemplated transfer of Maulyi Farid-ud- 
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din “Ahmad - -Khan, Subordinate Judge, from: -Mirzapur | to. 
Aligarh, ‘and after dwelling on bis aon bane pre? for 
his retention at ‘Mitzapur. © it aoe 7 


. The Koh~i-Nér, of the 21st Spit on is seithority of its 
correspondent, states that a highway robbery has been. com- 
mitted in Dapyalpur (Montgomery).. The thanadar -and® 
zaildar have hushed up the matter for some special | reasons, 


_ The Akhbar-i-Am, of the- 25th April, complains of the 
prevalence of theft in qasaba Chaméri, tahsil Akhbala, ail 
Amritsar. 
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